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Quarter 1 Standards Student-Friendly Learning Targets Success Criteria 
Content 

Vocabulary 

Literature 
(Narrative) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

*I can accurately quote evidence from a text 
to explain what it is about and to support 
inferences. 
 

-I can explain the difference 
between explicit and inferred 
(implicit) information 
-I can identify relevant evidence 
from a text to support my thinking 
-I can quote from a text. (explicitly) 
-I can draw inferences based on 
information from the text. 
-I can give examples from the text to 
support inferences. 
-I can quote from a text when 
drawing inferences from text.  
-I can explain my answer by quoting 
accurately from text. 

Quote 
Cite 
Accurate 
Explicit 
Inference  
Evidence 
Prior Knowledge 
Implicit 
 

RL.7.2. Determine themes of a text 
and analyze their development 
through citing textual evidence, 
paraphrasing or summarizing.  

*I can analyze and explain how the theme is 
developed in a text by citing evidence, 
paraphrasing and summarizing. 
 

-I can identify the theme of the text. 
-I can cite implicit evidence to 
support the theme. 
-I can cite relevant explicit evidence 
to support the theme. 
-I can determine how the theme is 
reflected in a text. 
- I can support the theme of a text 
by citing textual evidence, 
paraphrasing, and summarizing. 

Theme 
Evidence 
Implicit 
Explicit 
Cite 
Relevant 
Stories 
Dramas 
Analyze  
Summarize 
Paraphrase 
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RL. 7.3. Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or drama 
influence one another. 
 
 

*I can analyze how characters, setting, 
events, conflict and resolution work together 
to tell a story. 
 

-I can explain how character is 
developed in a text 
-I can explain how setting is 
developed in a text 
-I can explain how conflict is 
developed in a text 
-I can explain how plot is developed 
in a text 
-I can explain how theme is 
developed in a text 
-I can explain how the development 
of one element influences the 
development of one or more other 
elements 
 

Character 
Direct 
characterization 
Indirect 
characterization 
Theme 
Plot 
Exposition 
Rising Action 
Climax 
Falling Action 
Resolution 
Influence 
Interact 
Element 
Drama 
Setting 
Conflict 
Stage Direction 

RL.7.4.Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of rhymes and 
other repetitions of sounds on a 
passage.  

* I can determine the meaning of figurative 
language, words and phrases in a text. 
* I can examine how the rhymes, repetitions 
and sound devices impact the passage. 
 

-I can determine the meaning of 
figurative language in a text. 
-I can use figurative language to 
determine word meaning. 
-I can determine the connotative 
meaning of words/phrases. 
-I can explain the impact of sound 
devices within the text. 
-I can explain how the rhymes and 
repetitions affect the mood and 
meaning of the text. 

Personification 
Simile 
Metaphor 
Hyperbole 
Onomatopoeia 
Idiom 
Connotation 
Denotation 
Rhyme 
Repetition 
Oxymoron 
Alliteration 
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RL.7.5.Analyze how the form or 
structure of a drama, poem or 
prose text contributes to its 
meaning. 

* I can analyze how the structure of a text 
contributes to its meaning. 
 

-I can identify the structure of the 
text. 
-I can analyze and explain how the 
structure of the text affects the 
meaning. 

Drama 
Poem 
Short Story 
Prose 
Organizational 
Patterns 
Stanza 

RL.7.6. Analyze how an author 
develops and contrasts the 
perspective of different characters 
or narrators in a text.  

*I can analyze how an author uses point of 
view and perspective to develop characters 
*I can analyze how an author’s purpose 
shapes the content, style and meaning of a 
text. 

-I can identify point of view in a text 
-I can analyze and explain 
perspective in a text 
-I can identify and explain author’s 
purpose in a text 
-I can analyze and explain how an 
author develops perspective in a 
text 
-I can compare/contrast the 
perspectives of different characters 
in a text 
-I can examine why an author 
develops contrasting perspectives in 
a text 
-I can examine why an author uses a 
particular point of view 
-I can examine how an author’s 
purpose shapes the style and 
content of a text  

Perspective 
Point of view 
Content 
Style 
Purpose 
First-person POV 
Second-person 
POV 
Third-person POV 
Third-person 
omniscient POV 
Third-person 
limited POV 
Third-person 
objective POV 
 

 RL.7.7.Compare/contrast reading a 
print text and viewing its 
visual/oral presentation, analyzing 
the effects of techniques unique to 
each medium. 

*I can compare and contrast a printed text 
and the visual/oral presentation  
 

-I can compare and contrast a 
printed text with a visual/oral 
representation. 
-I can examine the techniques used 
in two different methods. 
 

Compare 
Contrast 
Irony 
Symbolism 
Media 
Organizational 
Patterns/Structure 
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RL.7.9.Compare/contrast a 
fictional portrayal and a historical 
account of the same period as a 
means to understand how authors 
use history.  

*I can compare and contrast how two or 
more texts address similar themes or topics 
related to a time in history 
*I can analyze how an author uses history to 
develop a fictional portrayal of time period 

-I can identify the main theme of a 
literary text and connect it to 
historical context 
-I can identify the main topic of an 
informational text and connect to its 
historical context 
-I can compare and contrast a 
literary text and a historical account 
from the same time period  

History 
Time Period 
Fiction 
Nonfiction 
Account 
Primary Source 
Secondary Source 

RL.7.10. By the end of the year, 
flexibly use a variety of 
comprehension strategies (i.e., 
questioning, monitoring, 
visualizing, inferencing, 
summarizing, synthesizing, using 
prior knowledge, determining 
importance) to read, comprehend 
and analyze grade-level 
appropriate, complex literary texts 
independently and proficiently. 

*I can read, comprehend and analyze 
complex literary texts independently and 
proficiently. 

-I can ask thoughtful questions 
about a text to deepen my 
understanding 
-I can visualize what is happening in 
a text to deepen my understanding 
-I can make inferences from a text to 
deepen my understanding 
-I can summarize all or portions of a 
text to deepen my understanding 
-I can use prior knowledge about 
ideas in a text to deepen my 
understanding 
-I can determine the difference 
between important and non-
important details in a text 
-I can use my knowledge of a text to 
synthesize (create something new) 
to deepen my understanding 
-I can monitor my own thinking as I 
move through a text to deepen my 
understanding  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visualize 
Inference 
Summarize 
Synthesize 
Monitoring 
Comprehension 
Prior Knowledge 

Language See argument    
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Narrative 
Writing 
 

C.7.3 Compose narratives, using 
writing and digital resources, to 
develop real or imagined 
experiences or multiple events or 
ideas, using effective technique, 
descriptive details and clear 
sequences. 

*I can compose a narrative using effective 
technique, descriptive details and clear 
sequences.  

-I can create a beginning of a story 
that describes a setting, characters, 
and problem 
- I can use descriptive details to help 
the reader visualize my story.  
 -I can organize the story for clarity 
and interest and to support the 
message of the story.  
-I can provide sufficient detail and 
description to fully develop the 
events of a story.  
- I can use word choice that paints a 
picture in the reader’s mind.  

Compose  
Narrative 
Sequence 
Effective Technique 

Descriptive Detail 
Develop  

C.7.3a. Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate 
to task, purpose and audience. 

*I can produce a clearly developed and 
organized narrative piece. 
 

-I can identify - 
➢ situation 
➢ purpose 
➢ audience 
➢ task 

-I can produce a writing that 
includes 

➢ situation 
➢ purpose 
➢ audience 
➢ task 

Coherent 
Development 
Organization 
Purpose 
Audience 

C.7.3b Engage the reader by 
establishing a context and point of 
view and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically 

*I can write a narrative that establishes point 
of view, narrator/character, context and a 
logical event sequence.  
 
 
 

-I can establish a point of view and 
context in my story for the reader. 
-I can introduce a narrator in my 
story. 
-I can introduce characters in my 
story. 
-I can organize events in a logical 
sequence.  
 
 
 
 
 

Organizational 
  Structure 
Logically 
Point of View 
Event Sequence  
Narrator  
Context 
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C.7.3c Use narrative techniques, 
such as dialogue, description and 
pacing, to develop experiences 
and events or show the responses 
of characters to situations. 

*I can use dialogue, description and pacing 
to develop experiences in a narrative piece.   
*I can involve characters in situations in my 
story. 
 

-I can use dialogue to show 
interaction with each other.   
-I can use dialogue to support the 
events in my story. 
-I can use descriptive details to 
develop experiences/events/ 
responses to situations for 
characters in my story. 
-I can use pacing to develop my 
story.  

Facts 
Details 
Dialogue 
Pacing  

C.7.3d Use a variety of transitional 
words to convey sequence and 
signal shifts from one time frame 
or setting to another 

*I can make smooth transitions between 
events, time frames and settings in my story. 

-I can use conjunctions to connect 
events in my story. 
-I can use transitional words, 
phrases and clauses to connect 
events in my story. 

Conjunctions 
Transitions 
Phrase 
Clause 
Sequence 

C.7.3e Use precise words, relevant 
descriptive details and sensory 
language to capture the action and 
convey experience and events. 

*I can use precise and descriptive words to 
show action, events and experience in a 
story 

-I can use descriptive/precise 
language 
-I can use sensory language 
-I can convey experiences and 
events through language 
-I can convey action through 
detailed description 

 
Sensory Details 
capture 
convey 

C.7.3f Provide a conclusion that 
follows and reflects on a narrator’s 
experiences or events 

*I can write an appropriate conclusion to my 
story. 

-I can write a conclusion that results 
from experiences and/or events in 
my story. 
 

Conclusion 

C.7.3g With guidance, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach.  

*I can write an engaging story with support 
from others 

-I can use input from peers and 
adults to plan my story. 
-I can use input from peers and 
adults to revise my story. 
-I can use input from peers and 
adults to edit my story. 
-I can use input from my peers and 
adults to rewrite my story. 
 
 
 

Plan 
Revise 
Edit  
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Quarter 2 Standards Student-Friendly Learning Targets Success Criteria 
Content 

Vocabulary 

Informational 
 

RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

*I can properly quote a text to explain my 
conclusions and inferences. 
*I can find several pieces of evidence to 
support a claim about a text. 
*I can make an inference about a text and 
support my answer with evidence. 
 
 

-I can accurately quote a text to 
answer specific questions about it. 
-I can accurately quote a text to 
support inferences and conclusions.  
 

Quote 
Cite 
Inference 
Evidence 
Claim 
Support 

RI.7.2 Determine central ideas of a 
text and analyze their 
development through citing 
textual evidence, paraphrasing or 
summarizing 

*I can determine the central idea of a text.  
* I can explain how the author 
communicated the central idea using 
evidence, paraphrasing, or summarizing. 
 
 

-I can cite evidence from a text to 
support the central idea.  
-I can analyze the central ideas by 
providing  evidence, paraphrasing, or 
summarizing 

Central Idea 
Cite 
Evidence 
Summarize 
Paraphrase 
Plagiarize 
Analyze 
Development 

RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions 
between individuals, events and 
ideas over the course of a text. 

*I can explain the relationship between 
individuals, events, ideas or concepts in an 
informational text.  

-I can connect individuals to events 
in an informational text. 
-I can connect individuals to ideas or 
concepts in an informational text. 
-I can connect events to ideas or 
concepts in an informational text. 

Relationships 
Interactions 
Individuals 
Events 
Ideas 
Concepts 
Historical Text 
Scientific Text 
Technical Text 

RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of 
word choices on meaning and 
tone.   
 
 
 
 

*I can explain why specific words or phrases 
were used in an informational text. 
* 

-I can determine the meaning of 
words and phrases in an 
informational text.  
-I can explain how words and 
phrases affect meaning and tone 
within an informational text.  

Context Clues 
Definition 
Phrase  
Tone 
Connotation 
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RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an 
author uses to organize a text, 
including how the different 
sections contribute to the whole 
and to the development of the 
ideas.  
 
 

*I can determine an author’s text structure 
and explain why he or she chose to organize 
their text that way. 
*I can analyze how an author uses text 
structure to develop the ideas of a text. 

-I can explain how different paragraphs 
and sections of a text relate to each 
other and the main idea of the text. 

Text Structure 
Compare and 
Contrast 
Cause and Effect 
Description 
Chronological 
Problem and 
Solution 

 RI 7.7 Compare/contrast a print to 
a non-print version of a text, 
analyzing each media's portrayal 
of the subject and its impact on 
the audience.   

-I can explain how different techniques in 
written and non-written texts have different 
effects on the audience. 
 

-I can identify different techniques an 
author uses in a text and 
compare/contrast them to another text. 

Connotation 
Text 
Characterization 
(Direct and 
Indirect) 
Media 

Informative 
Writing 
(continued 
into 3rd 
Quarter) 

C 7.2. Compose informative 
and/or explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts and information through 
the selection, organization and 
analysis of relevant content.  

*I can compose an informative/explanatory 
piece to inform and explain my ideas clearly 
and strongly. 

-I can use either or both written and 
digital resources to write an 
informative text. 
-I can clearly communicate 
information in a logical sequence. 

Informative 
Explanatory 
Examine 
 

a. Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose and 
audience.  

-I can create a focused piece of writing that 
clearly addresses the prompt and audience. 

-I can identify - 
➢ situation 
➢ purpose 
➢ audience 
➢ task 

I can produce a writing that includes 
➢ situation 
➢ purpose 
➢ audience 
➢ task 

 
 
 
 
 

Audience 
Develop ideas 
Organization 
Task 
Purpose  
SPAT 
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C.7.2.b b. Introduce a topic clearly; 
organize ideas, concepts and 
information, using strategies such 
as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast and 
cause/effect; include formatting, 
graphics and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension.  

*I can organize and introduce a topic clearly 
and support comprehension using a variety 
of strategies. 

-I can introduce a topic clearly. 
-I can organize related information 
into paragraphs. 
-I can use illustrations when 
appropriate to support 
understanding of my topic. 
-I can use multimedia when 
appropriate to support 
understanding of my topic. 

Topic 
Observation 
Formatting  
Multimedia 
Classification 

C.7.2. c. Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations or 
other information and examples. 

*I can develop a topic with supporting 
information. 
 

-I can locate and use facts to support 
my topic. 
-I can locate and use definitions to 
support my topic. 
-I can locate and use concrete 
details to support my topic. 
-I can locate and use quotations and 
other information to support my 
topic. 

Concrete 
Relevant 
Examples 

C.7.2. d. Use appropriate 
transitions to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among 
ideas and concepts. 

*I can use a variety of transition words and 
phrases throughout my text in order to 
connect my ideas. 

-I can use coordinating conjunctions 
properly in my writing about a topic. 
-I can use subordinate conjunctions 
properly in my writing about a topic. 
-I can use correlative conjunctions 
properly in my writing about a topic. 

Transition 
Transitional Phrases 
Sentence Opener 
Cohesion 
Paragraph 

 C.7.2. e. Use precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic. 

*I can use precise language and specific 
vocabulary to inform about a topic.  

-I can use precise language in my writing 
about a topic. 
-I can use domain-specific vocabulary in 

my writing about a topic. 

Precise 
Domain-specific 

 C.7.2.f. Establish and maintain a 
formal style 

*I can write using a formal style and 
maintain that style throughout my entire 
writing piece. 

-I can establish a formal style. 
-I can use a formal writing style 
throughout my writing piece.. 

Formal/Profession
al 
Style 
Tone 

 C.7.2.g. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows 
from and supports the information 
or explanation presented 

I can write a concluding statement that is 
connected to and supports the body of my 
writing piece. 

-I can write a conclusion that sums 
up the information in my text 
without adding new information. 
-I can write a conclusion that leaves 
my audience with clear take-aways. 

Conclusion 
Concluding 
Paragraph 
Support 
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 C.7.2. h. With some guidance, 
develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been 
addressed.  

*I can develop and strengthen writing with 
the help from peers and adults. 

-I can use support from peers and 
adults to strengthen writing by: 

➢ planning 
➢ revising 
➢ editing 
➢ rewriting 
➢ Trying a new approach 

-I can revise my writing to make sure 
that I have met the assigned 
purpose and addressed the assigned 
audience effectively. 

Plan 
Revise 
Editing 
Rewrite 
Peer Revision 
 

Production 
and 
Distribution 

Use digital resources to create and 
publish products as well as to 
interact and collaborate with 
others; cite sources using MLA or 
APA format.  

*I can use digital resources to create and 
publish products. 
 
*I can use digital resources to collaborate 
with others on my writing. 
 
*I can use MLA or APA formatting to cite my 
sources. 

-I can use digital resources to 
interact and collaborate with others 
on my writing. 
-I can use digital resources to create 
and publish products that include 
my writing. 
-I can use digital resources with 
limited guidance and support from 
adults. 
-I can cite sources using MLA or APA 
formatting 

Publish 
Interact 
Collaborate 
MLA 
APA 
Format 
Cite 
Source 

Build and 
Present 
Knowledge 

Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on 
several sources and generating 
additional related, focused 
questions for further research and 
investigation 

*I can conduct a short research project using 
several sources on a topic. 
*I can come up with further questions about 
my topic based on the research I have 
already done. 

-I can identify appropriate sources to 
conduct a research project.  
-I can use several appropriate 
sources of information to conduct 
research on a topic. 
-I can build my knowledge about my 
topic through research and creating 
a project. 
-I can create a project using 
information I gathered from several 
appropriate resources. 
-I can come up with questions about 
my topic to extend my research. 
 

Research 
Sources 
Investigation 
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Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source; and, in order to 
engage in reflection or analysis, 
quote or paraphrase data and 
conclusions of others, avoiding 
plagiarism by providing in-text and 
bibliographic MLA or APA citation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

*I can collect relevant information from a 
variety of sources. 
 
*I can determine how reliable a source is. 
 
*I can quote or paraphrase an author’s text. 
 
*I can cite my sources using MLA or APA 
formatting. 
 

-I can paraphrase or quote  relevant 
information from experiences,  
-I can gather relevant information 
from multiple print and digital 
sources. 
-I can use MLA or APA in-text 
citations and a bibliography to avoid 
plagiarism. 

Relevant 
MLA 
APA 
Paraphrase 
Quote 
Bibliography 
In-Text Citations 
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Quarter  
3  

Standards Student-Friendly Learning Targets Success Criteria 
Content 

Vocabulary 
Argumentative 

 
 
      
 

RI.7.6 Determine an author’s 
perspective and purpose in a text, 
and analyze how the author 
distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others.  

*I can analyze the author’s point of view and 
purpose of a text.  

- I can define the author’s 
point of view and purpose of 
the text.  

- I can describe the 
techniques and devices an 
author uses to create his or 
her point of view.  

- I can analyze how the 
author distinguishes his or 
her position from others. 

Evidence 
Fact 
Opinion 
Loaded Language 
POV 
Purpose 
Topic 

RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.6 Determine an author’s 
perspective and purpose in a text, 
and analyze how the author 
distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others.  

*I can explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support a claim.  
 

-I can identify an author's reasons to 
support a claim in a text. 
-I can locate an author’s evidence to 
support a claim in a text. 
-I can explain how the author uses 
reasons to support his/her claim.  

Claim 
Text Evidence 
Text Support 

RI.7.7 Compare/contrast a print to 
a non-print version of a text, 
analyzing each media's portrayal 
of the subject and its impact on 
the audience.  
 
RI.7.8 Identify and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient 
to support the claims.  
 
 

*I can compare information from multiple 
print and non-print formats to answer a 
question or solve a problem. 
 
*I can evaluate an argument.  
 
*I can analyze how two or more authors 
writing about the same topic present their 
information. 
 

-I can analyze the similarities and 
differences between a written text 
and delivery of that text through 
multimedia. 
-I can explain how the media used 
impacts the effect of words when 
read versus produced as a 
multimedia text. 
-I can evaluate the advantages and 
disadvantages of using different 
mediums to present a particular 
topic or idea.  
-I can trace an argument’s claims 
and how they evolve from beginning 

Analysis  
Integrate 
Visual form  
Argument 
Claim 
Reason 
Evidence 
Sound 
Trace the 
argument 
Validity of 
reasoning 
Primary Source 
Secondary Source 
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RI.7.9 Analyze how two or more 
authors writing about the same 
topic present key information by 
emphasizing different evidence or 
advancing different 
interpretations of facts.  

to end.  
-I can distinguish the use of facts 
versus opinions used in an 
argument.  
-I can evaluate if the evidence of the 
argument is relevant and sufficient.  
-I can compare the similarities and 
differences in the claim, reasons, 
and evidence used by each author. 
-I can compare where and when the 
authors’ examples and evidence 
agree or differ.  
-I can evaluate which author makes 
the most valid argument.  

C 7.1 Compose arguments to 
support claims with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence. 
 a. Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose and 
audience. 
 
b. Introduce claim(s), 
acknowledge opposing claims and 
counter/refute them and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically.  
 
c. Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant evidence, 
using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text.  
 
d. Use transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claims. 

*I can compose an argument focused on a 
specific topic.  

-I can create a claim that is logical 
with sound reasons and evidence. 
-I can create an argument that 
maintains a formal style. 
-I can explain how my claims are 
different from conflicting claims.  

Analysis 
Argument 
Claim 
Relationships 
between claim 
and reasons 
Distinguish 
Evidence 
Reason/reasoning 
Formal Styles 
Establish the 
significance of the 
claim  
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e. Establish and maintain a task 
appropriate writing style.  
 
f. Provide a concluding statement 
or section that supports the 
argument presented.  
 
g. With some guidance, develop 
and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been 
addressed.  

 C 7.1  
a. Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose and 
audience. 

*I can compose an argument that maintains a 
formal style. 

-I can compose an argument for a 
specific task, purpose, and audience.  
-I can compose an argument that 
includes a claim, reasons, evidence, 
counterclaim, and rebuttal. 
-I can compose an argument that 
maintains a formal style. 

Analysis  
Argument 
Claim 
Concluding 
statement 
Distinguish 
Evidence 
Formal Style 
Reason/reasoning 
Counterclaim 
Rebuttal 
Substantive topic 

 C 7.1  
b. Introduce claim(s), 
acknowledge opposing claims and 
counter/refute them and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

*I can compose an argument focused on a 
claim. 

-I can compose an argument with a 
central claim. 
-I can compose an argument with a 
counterclaim and rebuttal. 
-I can compose an argument that is 
logically organized. 
 
 
 
 

Argument 
Claim 
Counterclaim 
Rebuttal 
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 C 7.1 
c. Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant evidence, 
using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text.  

*I can compose an argument with valid 
reasoning and evidence. 

-I can compose an argument that 
supports my claim with valid 
reasons. 
-I can compose an argument that 
supports my claim with valid 
evidence. 
-I can compose an argument using 
primary and secondary sources for 
my evidence. 

Argument 
Claim 
Reasons 
Evidence 
Primary Source 
Secondary Source 
Valid 

 C 7.1 
d. Use transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claims. 

*I can compose an argument that is 
organized logically. 

-I can compose an argument that 
has a formal style. 
-I can compose an argument that 
uses transitions to show how claims, 
reasons, and evidence work 
together. 
-I can compose an argument that is 
organized. 

Argument 
Claim 
Formal Style 
Evidence 
Reasons 
Transitions 
 

 C 7.1  
e. Establish and maintain a task 
appropriate writing style.  

*I can compose an argument that maintains a 
formal style. 

-I can compose an argument with a 
specific tone for my audience. 
-I can compose an argument that 
follows a formal style. 
-I can compose an argument for a 
specific purpose.  

Argument 
Audience 
Formal Style 
Purpose 
Tone 

 C 7.1  
f. Provide a concluding statement 
or section that supports the 
argument presented.  

*I can compose an argument that ends with a 
concluding statement. 

-I can compose an argument that 
has a concluding statement that 
connects my claims and evidence.  
-I can compose an argument that 
has a conclusion statement that 
shows how the evidence supports 
my claim.  
-I can compose an argument that 
leaves the audience to advocate for 
my claim.  
 
 

Argument  
Concluding 
Section 
Conclusion 
Summary 
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 C 7.1  
g. With some guidance, develop 
and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been 
addressed.  

*I can compose an argument using the 
writing process.  

-I can compose an argument 
through planning, drafting, editing, 
revising, and publishing. 
- I can compose an argument using 
peer editing.  
-I can compose an argument using 
teacher feedback.  
 

Plan 
Draft 
Revise 
Editing 
Publish 

Production 
and 
Distribution 

C.7.4 Use digital resources to 
create and publish products as 
well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; cite sources using 
MLA or APA format.  

*I can use digital resources to collaborate 
with others and create/publish products. 

-I can use digital resources to 
interact and collaborate with others 
on my writing. 
-I can use digital resources to create 
and publish products that include 
my writing. 
-I can use digital resources with 
limited guidance and support from 
adults. 

Publish 
Interact 
Collaborate 
Cite 
Citation 
APA 
MLA 

Build and 
Present 

C.7.5 Conduct short research 
projects to answer a question, 
drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, 
focused questions for further 
research and investigation.  

*I can conduct a short research project using 
several sources on a topic. 

-I can identify appropriate sources 
to conduct a research project.  
-I can use several appropriate 
sources of information to conduct 
research on a topic. 
-I can build my knowledge about my 
topic through research and creating 
a project. 
-I can create a project using 
information I gathered from several 
appropriate resources. 

Research 
Sources 
Investigation 

 C.7.6 Gather relevant information 
from multiple print and digital 
sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and, in order 
to engage in reflection or analysis, 
quote or paraphrase data and 
conclusions of others, avoiding 
plagiarism by providing in-text and 
bibliographic MLA or APA citation.  

*I can gather information from resources or 
experiences and summarize it into a piece of 
writing. 
*I can appropriately acknowledge sources of 
information I use in my writing. 

-I can summarize relevant 
information from experiences, print, 
or digital sources. 
-I can summarize or paraphrase 
information from notes. 
-I can provide a list of sources. 

Summarize 
Relevant 
Paraphrase 
Applicable 
Citation 
Citation Style  
(APA or MLA)  
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Range of 
Writing 

C.7.7 Compose routinely over 
extended time frames and shorter 
time frames for a variety of tasks, 
purposes and audiences.  

*I can compose/write over long or short time 
frames.  

- I can compose a piece of writing 
over an extended time. 
- I can compose a piece of writing 
during a short amount of time.  

Situation 
Purpose 
Audience 
Task 

 
Language Standards - Should be listed with each quarter for teachers to implement when applicable  

Language  L.7.1a In both written and oral 
expression:  
Students will demonstrate 
command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and 
usage when writing and speaking.  

*I can create sentences using correctly placed 
clauses and phrases. 
 
  

-I can write sentences that use 
correctly placed clauses. 
-I can write sentences that use 
correctly placed phrases. 
 

Clauses 
Phrases 

L.7.1b Demonstrate appropriate 
use of simple, compound, complex 
and compound complex sentences 
to signal differing relationships 
among ideas.  

* I can signal differing relationships among 
ideas by creating appropriate simple, 
compound, complex, and compound-complex 
sentences.   

-I can write appropriate simple 
sentences.  
-I can write appropriate compound 
sentences.  
-I can write appropriate complex 
sentences. 
-I can write appropriate compound-
complex sentences.  

Simple 
Compound 
Complex 
Compound-complex 

L.7.2a When writing: Demonstrate 
appropriate use of a comma to 
separate coordinate adjectives. 

*I can use a comma to separate coordinate 
adjectives.  

-I can use a comma to separate 
coordinate adjectives.  

Coordinate 
Adjectives 

L.7.2b Demonstrate appropriate 
use of strategies and resources 
(print and electronic) to identify 
and correct spelling errors. 

*I can use strategies and printed and 
electronic resources to identify and correct 
spelling errors.  

-I can locate spelling errors in a text. 
-I can correct spelling errors in a 
text.  
-I can use printed and electronic 
resources to correct spelling errors.  

Strategies 
Resources 

L.7.3 Use knowledge of language 
and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading or listening.  
a. Choose language that expresses 
ideas precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and eliminating 
wordiness and redundancy.  

*I can write, speak, read, and listen properly.  
 
*I can communicate ideas concisely with 
precision and clarity  

-I can write and speak with proper 
grammar. 
-I can recognize and comprehend 
proper grammar as I read and listen.  
-I can clearly communicate ideas 
-I can recognize and get rid of 
wordiness and redundancy   

Language 
   Convention 
Proper Grammar 
Wordiness  
Redundancy  
Precision  
Concise  
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L.7.4 Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 
7 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from an array of 
strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Use Greek and Latin affixes and 
roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word 
c. Consult print and digital 
reference materials to find the 
pronunciation and determine or 
clarity the precise meaning of key 
words and phrases. 
d. Acquire and use accurately 
grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, gather 
vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or 
expression. 

*I can determine the meaning of unknown 
words using different vocabulary strategies.  

-I can determine the meaning of 
unknown words using context clues. 
-I can determine the meaning of 
unknown words by analyzing Greek 
and Latin affixes. 
-I can determine the meaning of 
unknown words by using reference 
materials.  

Affixes 
Context Clues 
Inferred meaning 
Precise meaning  
Range of 
strategies  
Reference 
Materials 
Roots 
Word’s 
position/function 
in a sentence 

L.7.4a  
Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase. 

*I can use a variety of context clues to 
determine the meaning of unknown words.  

-I can identify five types of context 
clues to use when reading an 
unknown word. 
-I can use different types of context 
clues to determine the meaning of 
unknown words.  

Context Clues 
Definition 
Example 
Antonym 
Synonym 
Inference 
Parts of Speech 
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L.7.4b  
Use Greek and Latin affixes and 
roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word 

*I can use Greek and Latin affixes and roots 
to determine the meaning of unknown 
words.  

-I can use prefixes to determine the 
meaning of words. 
-I can use suffixes to determine the 
meaning of words. 
-I can determine the root word of an 
unknown word. 
-I can use the root of an unknown 
word to determine its meaning. 

Affix 
Root 
Prefix 
Suffix 
 

L.7.4c  
Consult print and digital reference 
materials to find the 
pronunciation and determine or 
clarity the precise meaning of key 
words and phrases. 

*I can use a dictionary to determine the 
meaning of words  

-I can use a print or digital dictionary 
to determine the meaning of 
unknown words  

Reference 
Pronunciation 
Precise meaning 
key word  
phrase   

L.7.4d  
Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases, gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

*I can learn and accurately use academic 
vocabulary in my speaking and writing. 

-I can use newly learned words and 
phrases to signal contrast. 
-I can use newly learned words and 
phrases to signal addition. 
-I can use newly learned words and 
phrases to signal relationships 
between other words and phrases. 
 

Relationships 
Comparisons 
Academic 
vocabulary  
Domain-specific 
words 

 L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding 
of figurative language, word 
relationships and nuances in word 
meanings.  
 

*I can interpret figurative language used in a 
sentence. 
*I can interpret words in relationship to other 
words in a sentence. 
*I can determine the meaning of a word in a 
sentence based on its synonym or antonym. 
 

-I can identify similes and metaphors 
in a text 
-I can identify hyperbole in a text. 
-I can identify personification in a text. 
-I can identify alliteration in a text. 
-I can identify onomatopoeia in a text. 
-I can identify clichés in a text. 
-I can recognize and explain the 
meaning of common idioms. 
-I can recognize and explain common 
adages. 
-I can recognize and explain common 
proverbs. 
-I can use a word’s synonyms and 
antonyms to determine its meaning. 
- I can interpret word meaning. 

Similes 
Metaphors 
Hyperbole 
Personification 
Alliteration 
Onomatopoeia 
Clichés 
Idioms 
Adages 
Proverbs 
Synonyms 
Antonyms 
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 L.7.5a Interpret figurative 
language, including but not limited 
to allusions, in context. 

*I can interpret figurative language used in a 
sentence. 
 

-I can identify similes and metaphors 
in a text. 
-I can identify hyperbole in a text. 
-I can identify personification in a 
text. 
-I can identify alliteration in a text. 
-I can identify onomatopoeia in a 
text. 
- I can use figurative language to 
determine word meaning. 

Simile 
Metaphor 
Hyperbole 
Personification 
Alliteration 
Onomatopoeia 
 

 L.7.5b Use the relationship 
between particular words to 
improve understanding 

*I can determine the meaning of a word 
using its synonyms/antonyms.  

-I can use a word’s synonyms to 
determine its meaning. 
-I can use a word’s antonyms to 
determine its meaning. 

Synonyms  
Antonyms 

 L.7.5c Distinguish among the 
connotations of words with similar 
denotations.  

* I can identify different shades of meaning 
(nuances) for words with similar literal 
meanings.  

-I can identify the denotation/literal 
meaning of words. 
-I can identify the 
connotations/shades of meaning of 
words. 
-I can distinguish between different 
connotations of words with the 
same literal meaning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connotations 
Denotations 
Literal 
Nuance 
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Quarter 
 4 

Standards Student-Friendly Learning Targets Success Criteria 
Content 

Vocabulary 

Narrative/ 
Literary 

RL7.1 - Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

*I can analyze an author’s words and 
determine multiple pieces of textual 
evidence needed to support both explicit 
and inferential questions. 

-I can analyze text evidence to 
determine if it is relevant to my task. 
-I can explicitly cite textual evidence. 

Cite 
Textual Evidence 
Explicit 
Inference 

RL7.2 - Determine themes of a text 
and analyze their development 
through citing textual evidence, 
paraphrasing or summarizing.  

*I can analyze plot (the events that happen) 
to determine a theme (author’s overall 
message). 
 
*I can compose an objective summary 
stating the key points of the text without 
adding my own opinions or feelings. 

-I can identify how the author 
created the setting based on 
evidence in the text. 
-I can identify the underlying 
meaning of a literary work. 

Theme 
Analyze 
Textual Evidence 
Paraphrase 
Summary 

RL7.4 - Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds on a passage.  

*I can distinguish between literal language (it 
means exactly what it says) and figurative 
language (sometimes what you say is not 
exactly what you mean). 
 
*I can analyze why authors use rhyme and 
repetition of sounds (alliteration and 
assonance) to impact the reader and draw 
him/her to a particular section of text. 

-I can use context clues to determine 
the meaning of unknown words or 
phrases. 
-I can determine whether the 
denotative or connotative meaning 
is being used. 
-I can analyze the type of rhyme 
used by the poet to impact the 
reader. 
-I can identify the use of repetition 
in a poem. 

Figurative 
Connotative 
Rhyme 
Repetition 

RL7.5 - Analyze how the form or 
structure of a drama, poem or prose 
text contributes to its meaning. 

*I can analyze the form/structure of a poem 
(e.g., rhyming, line breaks, free verse) and 
explain how a poet’s choice of the 
form/structure affects the overall meaning. 

-I can identify the types of 
form/structure used in poetry. 
-I can determine the effect of 
various forms/structures on the 
reader 

Analyze 
Form 
Structure 

RL7.7 - Compare/contrast reading a 
print text and viewing its visual/oral 
presentation, analyzing the effects 
of techniques unique to each 
medium 

*I can analyze how various techniques used 
in media or staged versions of the text can 
add to or change the experience of the 
audience (emotion, enunciation, etc.). 

-I can explain how media versions 
change a text. 
-I can analyze the impact that media 
versions have on a text. 

Compare 
Contrast 
Analyze 
Effects 
Technique 
Medium 
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RL7.9 - Compare/contrast a fictional 
portrayal and a historical account of 
the same period as a means to 
understand how authors use history.  

*I can analyze how authors use or alter 
historical facts to develop their own fictional 
stories. 

-I can compare and contrast historical 
and fictional versions of an event. 
-I can analyze why an author might 
change a fact for their story. 

Compare 
Contrast 
Fictional 
Historical 

RL7.10 - By the end of the year, 
flexibly use a variety of 
comprehension strategies (i.e., 
questioning, monitoring, visualizing, 
inferencing, summarizing, 
synthesizing, using prior knowledge, 
determining importance) to read, 
comprehend and analyze grade-
level appropriate, complex literary 
texts independently and 
proficiently. 

*I can choose a reading strategy (e.g., ask 
questions, make connections, take notes, 
make inferences, visualize, re-read) that will 
help me comprehend difficult texts. 

-I can adapt my reading to fit the 
text. 
-I can read a grade-level text 
independently. 

Comprehension 
Grade-Level 
Proficiently 

Language L7.1 - In both written and oral 
expression:  
a. Create sentences using correctly 
placed clauses and phrases.  
b. Demonstrate appropriate use of 
simple, compound, complex and 
compound-complex sentences to 
signal differing relationships among 
ideas.  

*I can use phrases and clauses to enhance 
my writing and/or speaking. 

-I can vary my sentence structure. 
-I can use my writing to show how 
two or more ideas are related. 

Clauses 
Phrases 
Simple Sentence 
Compound 
Sentence 
Complex Sentence 
Compound-
Complex Sentence 

L7.2 - When writing:  
a. Demonstrate appropriate use of a 
comma to separate coordinate 
adjectives. 
b. Demonstrate appropriate use of 
strategies and resources (print and 
electronic) to identify and correct 
spelling errors. 

*I can determine when adjectives are 
coordinate and need to be separated by 
commas as well as when adjectives are non-
coordinate and do not need to be separated 
by commas. 

-I can use commas correctly to show 
coordinate and non-coordinate 
adjectives. 

Comma 
Coordinate 
Adjectives 

L7.3 - Use knowledge of language and 
its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading or listening.  
a. Choose language that expresses 
ideas precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and eliminating wordiness 
and redundancy.  

*I can choose words, phrases, and clauses 
that express my ideas precisely and concisely 
while also eliminating areas of wordiness 
and/or redundancy to make language clear 
and concise for the reader/listener. 

-I can choose my words thoughtfully 
and intentionally to portray my 
ideas. 
-I can edit my writing to eliminate 
unnecessary words. 

Conventions 
Precisely 
Concisely 
Wordiness 
Redundancy 
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L7.5 - Demonstrate understanding 
of figurative language, word 
relationships and nuances in word 
meanings.  
a. Interpret figurative language, 
including but not limited to 
allusions, in context.  
b. Use the relationship between 
particular words to improve 
understanding.  
c. Distinguish among the 
connotations of words with similar 
denotations.  

*I can distinguish between literal language (it 
means exactly what it says) and figures of 
speech (sometimes what you say is not 
exactly what you mean). 
*I can analyze how certain words and 
phrases that have similar denotations 
(definitions) can have very different 
connotations (feelings). 

-I can explain the literal and 
figurative use of language in a text. 
-I can analyze both the denotative 
and connotative meaning of a word 
as it is used in a text. 

Figurative 
Language 
Nuance 
Allusion 
Connotation 
Denotation 

Writing/ 
Composition 

C7.3 - Compose narratives to 
develop real or imagined 
experiences or multiple events, 
memories or ideas using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive 
details and well-structured event 
sequences.  
a. Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose and 
audience.  
b. Engage the reader by establishing 
a context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and 
logically.  
c. Use narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing and description, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters.  
d. Use a variety of transition words 
to convey sequence and signal shifts 
from one time frame or setting to 
another.  

*I can use narrative techniques (dialogue, 
pacing, and description) to develop a 
storyline where one event logically leads to 
another. 
*I can use descriptive words and phrases 
that appeal to the senses, capture the action, 
and help my reader understand the 
experiences and events. 

-I can write a fictional piece (poem) 
that tells a clear story. 
-I can incorporate descriptive 
language into my poem to help my 
audience feel my writing. 

Narrative 
Descriptive Details 
Event Sequences 
Task 
Purpose 
Audience 
Context 
Narrator 
Characters 
Dialogue 
Pacing 
Description 
Transition 
Sensory Language 
Planning 
Revising 
Editing 
Rewriting 
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e. Use precise words, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and 
convey experiences and events.  
f. Provide a conclusion that follows 
from and reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events.  
g. With guidance, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting 
or trying a new approach.  

C7.7 - Compose routinely over 
extended time frames and shorter 
time frames for a variety of tasks, 
purposes and audiences.  

*I can determine a writing format/style to fit 
my task, purpose, and/or audience. 

-I can use SPAT to determine the 
focus of a writing prompt. 
-I can format my writing to fit the 
prompt. 

Compose 
Task 
Purpose 
Audience 

 
 
 
 


